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NOTES FROM

Gathering Blue
Lois Lowry

Describe what Kira is doing at the opening of the story:
Mourning her mother's death at the Field of Leaving

Why is Kira without a home?
The home she shared with her mother was burned because her mother had been sick.

A metaphor.

What is the meaning of "cott" as used in this story?
A place where people live. A small house. Probably derived from "cottage"

Description of Kira's appearance and abilities.

Note that this culture does not name people at birth.

Our first indication that Kira is not completely healthy. She needs a walking stick to move about.

Vocabulary. Commonly used as a term for small children. In this world "tyke" seems to be the
standard noun for a small child.

Children in this world start with one syllable names. We can assume that they are given an
additional syllable as they age. 
Kira is two syllables, so we can conclude that she is of an older age group than her cousins.
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Kira does not know her father. 
Is he dead?
A stranger?
Disappeared?
Will his identity be revealed later?

Literary device: flashback. Her mother is dead at the opening of the story, but here we read of her
speaking.

What is your response to this custom?

Understand that in the world of this story, sickly children are left to die in a field.

Kira's grandfather was the chief of the people. This gave her mother some flexibility to get away
with not following the tradition.

We learn here about Kira's physical weakness and great skill with weaving and storytelling.

Kira spent 4 nights in the Field of Leaving.

People receive the second syllable if their name at puberty.

Matt speaks differently from Kira. 
Note the differences in his grammar and his direct, even tactless, questions and observations.

The women of the town want Kira gone so they can take over her land to make a pen for kids and
chickens.

Note the distance between Kira and her uncle. The word uncle isn't even used.

Word choice.
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Explain the connection between stealing an infant animal from a den and Vandara's actions towards
Kira.

Describe Kira's reaction to the women threatening her. What does it tell you about her personality?

What do we know of Vandera? How can we

Note that the characters in this story seem to have a simplified vocabulary, maybe. What could
have caused this? Alternatively, what reason other than simple vocabulary could there be for not
using the word "killer" in the law?

Literary allusion. This scene echoes a biblical story in which Jesus diffused a mob. Many similar
scenes have been created throughout literature, of a mob slowly breaking up one person at a time.

Note the capitalization of this word. It is considered a proper noun.

This marks Gathering Blue as post apocalyptic literature. It tells the story of a time after the fall of
civilization.

Infer what the Ruin Song might describe. What could cause this fall of civilization.

What is the importance of the Singer?

Note that the world has forgotten much of history, including the significance of religious icons.

Why can't Kir read?
Because women are not allowed to read.

Advanced: why might women be banned from reading.
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Summarize Vandera's argument.

Kira's thoughts are shown in italic text.

Note the persuasive techniques used by Vandera as she addresses the council.

Why might she not be required to speak? What is meant by "two-syllable"?

Consider the description of the council edifice. What can we infer about this building?

Why she is allowed to have a defendant

Characterization of Jamison. Physical description.

Kira cannot read

Summarize Jamison's defense of Kira. 
How does he refute each of Vandara's accusations?

It was ok for Kira to be allowed to live. Exceptions to the eugenics rule are allowed.

Consider the difference between out culture and the one of this book. Birth defects are considered
grounds for infanticide and surgical correction is no longer possible.

The accusation that she should have been killed a birth for her defect and lack of a father is set
aside for the same reason: exceptions are allowed. 
Additionally, her father was known as a fine and brad hunter who was killed during a great hunt, so
his absence is a mark of pride, not shame.
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Kira contributes to the community by working in the weaving shed.

Jamison admits that Kira is slow to walk, due to her deformed leg.

Kira cannot be much of a glutton, considering how thin she is.

Consider Jamison's motivation for asking for a lunch break. It has been statistically proven that
judges and juries are more likely to be merciful after lunch.

Vandara wins the case in that she is allowed to take Kira's land and build a pen for children an
small animals. 
She loses in the sense that Kira will be allowed to live and given the task of repairing the singer's
robe.

Note that this society does not only dispose of deformed children. Adults who are no longer able to
complete their tasks are also sent to the field to die.

Individuals no longer have watches or clocks. Time is told by the bell in the council edifice.

This world is not completely uncivilized. There are indications that people own shops and do work
other than hunting and farming.

Kira doesn't know what a bathroom is.

Kira has never seen plumbing before.

Describe Kira's room in the Edifice.

Why would Kira and The Carver be invited to live in the Council Edifice?

A clear indication of the different levels of technology available to people in this culture. Kira has
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A clear indication of the different levels of technology available to people in this culture. Kira has
never seen a bathroom, but here in the Edifice there is hot water.

Describe the duties of Kira and Thomas.

Kira's task is to repair, and expand, the threaded illustrations on the singer's robe.

Note that Kira is nervous because she has little experience dying thread.

Why is Kira making this long and difficult journey?

Describe Annabella.

Why has Kira come to Annabella's cottage?

What are all of these names that Annabella is listing? Why is she talking about these things?

Why does Annabella show Kira a pot of boiling urine?

The people are unable to make the color blue. 
Think of all the clothes you can see, and all the clothes you own, which contain blue threads.
Imagine a world without blue thread.

They have hot water and indoor plumbing, but there are no electric lights.

Why can't girls read and write? For that matter, why can't everyone read and write?

What other thing have you read about that is partially blank? Why is is blank?
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What will be carved into the staff? What will be woven into the robe?

Attempt to summarize the history of the people, as told by the robe.

Why would Kira be worried about Matt joining the hunt?

What is your reaction to the scene with Matt? Why does he behave so rudely and struggle against
getting a bath?

What is the importance of this scrap of cloth to Kira?

Reflect: is there anything, or anyone, in your life that helps you find peace when frustrated or afraid?

Predict: why would Annabella laugh at Kira's fear?

Honors and gifted students may want to investigate how threads are made by hand and how natural
dyes are made and applied.

Why might Annabella say there are no beasts? Kira heard them. Her father was killed by them.
They take the sick from the Field of Leaving

If there are no beasts, than what killed Kira's father? What attacked Vandara? What happens to
those left in the Field?
Make a prediction, assuming that the beasts do not exist.

Why would the Ruin be more destructive each time? Infer what the Ruin might be and why it would
come in cycles.

Predict what it might be that Thomas keeps hearing in the night.
If it is a baby, why would there be a baby.
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How large do think the Council Edifice might be?

Note the mood of this scene. Rather than happy conversations in brightly lit rooms, we have an
ominous, dimly lit corridor with he dog skittering along behind the people.

Matt knows the singer. She is a friend of his from the Fenn.

The crying was real. It comes from a child being trained to sing. But why is this singer being held in
the Edifice?

What about this situation makes Kira and Thomas suspicious?

What happened to Jo's parents?

How could these words be dangerous?
Have there been any other indications of Annabella's mind wandering?

What might the cloth be "warning" Kira of?

Why does Matt warn Kira against going to Annabella's cott?

What happened to Annabella?

Predict what might have caused Annablla's death.

Why would Jamison have been at Annabella's cott?

Why would Jo's room be locked?
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What does it say about this world that the word "artist" has been lost?

How did Thomas come to have a key?

Consider how simple the lock must be to be able to carve a key.

Gifted: research the history of lock design.

Recall what is special about Kira's cloth and Thomas's wood. These small objects make them feel
safe and sometimes seem to warn them of the future.

Why ate these children kept by the council?

Why does Kira cry?

Explain how Kira is not free. 
Gifted: consider whether anyone is free, by Kira's definition here.

Why is there a place like the Fen? Why would people live in such filth?

Vocabulary: malevolent

What might Matt have meant by going to get blue for Kira?

Predict what the council might want with Jo, based on what you have learned of her and the world
of this story so far.

Picture these ruined buildings on the Speaker's robe in your mind.
Infer what they might be.
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Who is to be the Singer in the future?

Can you identify the names of three cities in these kinds of the Ruin Song?

Predict what future Jamison might want embroidered on the robe.

What important event begins at the opening of chapter 19?

Foreshadowing. 
Predict what the strange clinking sound might be.

The events described in the previous paragraph and this opening phrase echo the opening
passages of the biblical book of Genesis.

Predict what gift Matt might have brought Kira.

How did Matt know where to go to find blue?

Why wasn't Matt afraid of the beasts in the woods.

Why does Matt specifically mention that the people who have blue are broken, nice, quiet, and have
lots of food? How does this differ from his own culture?

There is no evidence yet, but try to predict what Matt's big gift for Kira might be.

After so much foreshadowing, draw a conclusion of what is making the clinking noise. 
What horrible thing does Kira realize?
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Why had Kira never met a blind person before?

Describe the senses that the blind man uses to find his way into the town after Matt leaves him.

Close your eyes. Listen to the sounds around you. Feel your desk and the currents of the air. Breath
in... Smell and taste the world around you. 
Now, do your best to describe what you experienced.

What questions might Kira have asked her father?

How did Kira know that the blind man was her father before he told her?

Explain the truth behind Vandara's scars. Why would she tell everyone a lie about how she got
them?

Why does Christopher react badly to Jamison's name?
What clues have we been given that Jamison is not a good man?
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